Staff Infection 
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Aquarius- Something that ap- 
pears to be over and done will 
resurface this week. You have an 
opportunity to tie up loose ends 
and make things right. Don't let 
this second opportunity pass 
you by. 

Pisces- This is a good week for 
you! Others will appreciate your 
strong will and emotions. Don’t 
get mad when a friend flakes out 
on you this week. They're going 
through something. 


Aries- Watch your money this 
week. It disappears quickly. It 
might be a good idea to put 
some away towards March rent 
or to help with an unseen ex- 
pense later in the month. 


Taurus- Just because things are 
changing doesn’t mean that 
they’re changing for the worse. 
Be patient and you'll see that it 
isn’t as bad’as you think they are. 


Gemini- As January falls behind 
you, let your stress fall with it. 
Take advantage of a spike in mo- 
tivation, and don't let the great 
gray beast of February intimi- 
date you. 


Cancer- Share the tiny delights 
that you notice with your close 
friends. They could benefit from 
your optimism this week. Take 
ad- vice from.a Leo on Thursday. 


Leo- Focus on the future. You 
have the power to create your 
own tomorrow, but only if you 
get out of bed and stop procras- 
tinating. Forgive a minor trans- 
gression on Saturday. 

Virgo- You aren't being fair to 
your loved ones right now. Try 
giving as much as you expect 
back, and live up to your own 


standards. Don’t_make plans if 
you've been drinking this week- 


Libra- Embrace your wanderlust ~ 
this week. A small trip will do 
wonders for your disposition, 
and you'll have.a fresh _mind to 
attack problems that will other- 
wise inhibit your productivity. 


Scorpio- Be particularly atten- 
tive to omens .and. signs this 
week. Something that appears 
to be an unnecessary challenge 
will yield surprising benefit mid- 
week. 


Sagittarius- A new direction 
may be beneficial for you this 
week. Join up with a Pisces you'd 
like to know better to help light- 
en your mood; they could use 
your advice to cope with prob- 
lems of their own. 


Capricorn- As a result of an art 
form about which you are pas- 
sionate, you will meet a strange 
new lover this weekend. It will be 
quick and it will be lovely, but it 


Go to a movie on Wednesday. end. 


Ask Hannah Wren 
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Dear Hannah, 


| know the “right” answer to my situation. I’m 
not seeking moral guidance and I’m not look- 
ing to be dissuaded from what I’m doing. What 
| do want is advice on navigating the social 
stigma surrounding what I’m doing. What am 
| doing, you ask? | am dating my cousin. Yes. | 
am fucking my blood-related first cousin. This 
is not going to stop happening. We've been to- 
gether for almost 7 years. We are in love. We are 
not intending to procreate. 


It's easy enough to navigate the situation with 
strangers and new friends. We have different 
last names. How, oh Hannah, how are we going 
to tell our family? We already live together and 
some of them are suspicious. If it comes right 
down to it, fuck’em. We are both comfortable 
with saying sayonara to the family if that’s what 
needs to happen, but this is not ideal. Got any- 
thing? 
Yours, 
the Lannisters 


Dearest Lannisters, 


When David Otter sent your letter to me he 
said, "I've got a tough one for you.’ But some- 
how this doesn't seem all that tough to me. 
Or rather, the situation sounds tough - but 
not the question. It might have been, had you 
emailed me seven years ago at the "oh shit, 
we have these feelings what are we going to 
do with these feelings?" stage. But you weath- 
ered that storm on your own. By now, you're 
sure that what you have is a love worth having. 
That's great. Love is great. I’m glad you've got it. 


And I'm unflapped by the fact that you're cous- 
ins, honestly. Maybe it's because | read a lot of 
Victorian novels. The extension of the incest ta- 
boo to cousins is actually a pretty recent phe- 
nomenon in the west. (And I've just learned 
all sorts of interesting things from wikipedia 
about it: for example, that worldwide, one in 
ten marriages is between cousins. Huh!). What 
you're working with is certainly a real social 
stigma, made worse by classist/regionalist 
stereotypes about cousin relationships, but 
it's also a cultural construct with a fair amount 


Ask Hannah! - - - PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
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will break your heart. 
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en 
of historical and geographic flexibility. | hope 
that, and the fact that our contemporary mo- 
ment is one in which people are learning all the 
time to question their assumptions about who 
can love whom, can come to your service. 


To turn to your actual question: How do you tell 
them? It is, of course, up to you two: in person 
or in letter, together or separately, gradually or 
in a sweep. It might help to look at resources on 
coming out. More quick interneting finds good 
suggestions on the website for the Gender 
Equity Resource Center at UC Berkley. (For the 
sake of space, | won't reproduce them here). | 
would start wherever feels easiest - with the 
most caring, non-judgmental person you've 
got - and go from there. Enlist advice & sup- 
port from within the family, if you can. 


I'll also say this: | think it often happens that, 
for better or for worse, we lace our communi- 
cations with an implicit invitation to our hear- 
ers to respond in a certain way. We suggest 
by our tones, by prefaces and disclaimers, an 
idea about how we imagine we'll be received 
— whether it's a hopeful idea or a fearful one- 
and in doing so we can create a role for our 
listeners to step into. (So, for example, when | 
was in high school, and my parents knew that 
| was smoking weed and were only medium- 
comfortable with the idea, | started just incor- 
porating it into conversations in the most ca- 
sual way | could: “We had a fun night! We just 
smoked a joint and watched a movie, it was 
really low-key” in the hopes of teaching them 
to feel about it how | did). 


It's something you might be thoughtful of as 
you decide how to introduce your family to 
your relationship. | appreciate the clarity and 
decisiveness of your first few sentences to me, 
for example, and I can also hear your guarded- 
ness in them. | wonder if you might work this 
in the other direction: to present it to your 
family in a way that will foreground what you 
hope they will see. You're in love. You've found 
something real and important with each other. 
It might take some time for them to adjust. | so 
hope their care for you will win out. 


Sending love and all the good luck, 
xxHannah 


All Untagged Content Anticopyright 2010 - 2015 Secret Family Publications - You've got a secret admirer. 
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Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


This and That 


Well it’s February first, 2015 this week. 
Do you know what that means? It 
means that the Secret Admirer has 
been in print for exactly 5 years. The 
Admirer started in Athens, Georgia, 
when David Otter couldn't hold down a 
job and had only 9 dollars to his name. 
He used a UGA campus computer and 
a youtube InDesign tutorial to write up 
an issue about enormous desert spi- 
ders and asymmetrical crosswords. He 
spent 8 dollars to print up dummy is- 
sues, and 1 dollar to buy a cup of coffee. 
He sold 400 dollars worth of ads that 
first rainy day, enough to pay rent and 
to generate that inaugural February 
first print run. Since then, everything's 
been coming up Milhouse. Thanks for 
being a part of this radical adventure in 
modern print media. Expect awesome 
things forever. 


In honor of the Admirer's anniversary 
and because I'm a bit strapped for con- 
tent, here is an album review from the 
first issues, presented here in its entire- 


ty. 


100 Word Album Review! 
Prince Rama of Ayodhya. 
Zetland. 


Zetland opens with the fanfare of an 
elephant parade beneath a scream- 
ing sun-- a large analogue ambiance 
of drums and weather-faded vocals 
that shifts slowly to a psilocybin laced 
twenty-something pajama party with 
Animal Collective and Siddhartha. A 
galloping avalanche of confetti and 
seagulls aproaching an unseen Zen 
crescendo. Prince Rama has an authen- 
tic, diy, spiritual sincerity. Zetland is a 
holy tomb composed with construc- 
tion paper and pinking shears, glitter 
and bone. As you listen, an ember stirs 
in your chest. You start to sing along 
even though you're sure you've never 
heard these songs before. Bucket after 
bucket of icy cynicism poured on the 
flames of your infinite youth couldn't 
kill the spark. Cut your own hair. Climb 
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a water tower. Count the stars and turn 
them into new constellations of your 
own fancy. This album believes in you. 

v yv yv 


So in a fit of drunken optimism, David 
Otter agreed to host an open mic night 
upstairs at the El Bar on Front&Master in 
Fishtown. So after a month or so of not 
practicing, it snuck up on him and is this 
Wednesday (1/28) at 8:30. Please come 
out and play music, read stories, or do 
whatever it takes so that there's not too 
much dead time, because he doesn't 
really know what to do to fill the quiet 
moments. There are only so many Neu- 
tral Milk Hotel songs. Much obliged. 


Because We Care 


It's a steamy time of year. As tempera- 
tures and humidities shift and blur, you 
may find your path impeded by walls of 
mist. These walls are haints, streams of 
needy, earthbound energies wander- 
ing aimlessly through waking life. If you 
inadvertently pass through such a flow, 
the haints can impart a sliver of their 
mortal concerns to you. These build up 
and follow you, leading to inexplicable 
fear, anxieties, or general ennui. If you 
find yourself thus afflicted, the simplest 
cure is to create a bottle tree. Find a 
glass bottle or jar, fill it part way with 
salt water (to avoid freezing), and place 
a few pennies or nicknacks into the wa- 
ter. Hang the jar or bottle from a tree 
near your house (try to avoid hanging 
it over where people regularly walk) or 
on a frequent route, and then, walk un- 
der it. The charmed water will pull the 
haint poison from you and trap it in the 
glass. Blue glass is the strongest choice. 
To responsibly dispose of the curse, you 
can wait till it settles and then pour it 
into a river. You can also just leave it 
where it is. A new haint is born if the 
glass breaks—an amalgam of the origi- 
nal ghost and your own concerns and 
worries, and cursed to wander in search 
of another host. If the same haint finds 
you twice, it will stick to you forever. 
Whistling loudly scares haints. Take 
care, and avoid subway vent grates. 


Extra special desperate money grab! 


So February first is the 5 year anniversary of the 
first Secret Admirer. | know it says issue 93 but 
that's just since we moved to. Philadelphia. It's 
really issue two-hundred and forty something 
or so. So IN HONOR of our tremendous accom- 
plishments, we're holding a contest. If you pur- 
chase an ad for February, you will be entered 
into a raffle. If you win this raffle, you will get 
FREE AD SPACE FOR THE REST OF 2015! So buy 
an ad, why dontcha. 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 
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RECORD RELEASE SHOW. MILKBOY. JAN 31. 8PM. 


SALES € SERVICE 


606 S 9th St 
Tues-Thurs, Fri & Sat : 10-5 
Closed Sun & Mon 


Winter tune up - $60 


215 627-3370 bikeville.com 


Weds : 1-9 


Would-you like to lacéan adin the Se: 
-cret Admirer? Well-you can- It's 30.dol- 
lars for Tweek, 90 dollars for 
for: 


in Philadelphia; PAY 
out, and has been'¥q@ 
years. It comes out a 
in 250 spots across fe city. AlAdmir- © 
er locomotionis comducted via bicycle,’ 


WTF? é Wacky é Facts! 

e ¥ The Western Low- 
land Gorilla's scientific name (genus, 
species, sub-species) is gorilla goril- 
la gorilla. ¥ Unaffiliated third party 
testing has repeatedly concluded 
that the reservoirs on fast food 
restaurant soft serve ice cream 
machines usually contain roughly 
as much bacteria as the water in 
a freshly-flushed fast food restau- 
rant toilet. ¥ Laughter in response 
to tickling is a panic response and 
is not healthy. ¥ Army field medics 
use tampons to staunch certain 


puncture or bullet wounds. Infan- 
try use condoms to keep water 
out of gun muzzles. ¥ Urine is a 
natural teeth whitener, and has 
been used for thousands of years. 
¥ The world's largest mall is lo- 
cated in China. It is 99% empty. 


¥ Roughly 150 people survived 
the bombings of both Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. ¥ In 1973, Johnny 
Carson caused a nationwide toi- 
let paper shortage. ¥ If you eat a 
polar bear's liver, you will die of a 
vitamin A overdose. ¥ 


ae BOLLER Rey 


and the Adm rsiaueeccs and aspires: 
to promote ‘equality and acceptance, 
communication - and - interpersonal 


Good Friends - Good Food - Good Times 


AO% 


on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 
2nd St @Cross down 


grown human person- What is a fried egg? SATION iilewpa Pee 
6. Happy trash bag 2. City in Italy 


harmony fof all. 603 203 4766 


Overheard m Phila 
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E mail: Phi ladelphiaAdmirare grail 


Back issues: Philadelphia- S ecret- 
admirer. tumblIr. com 
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University City 
guy on phone- You were gonna let me think | have ebola and not tell me there's 
a goddamned cat in the house?! 


N 


Ss 
SMM NNRNnNw 


AWN 


S 


NOAA 


; 1 ; POPE, Dickinson&Passyunk 10. Nature of being 3. Annoys 
Platitudes: twitter @Phil yAdmirer gal- No, ham is pigs, bacon is something else, cause my uncle is Jewish and he 14. Felt concern 4. Difficult to fathom 
Mails ‘ Family J, ave. eats bacon, like, all the time. | think bacon is like, a bunch of different things. Like 15. Velocity contest 5. Whirlpools 
ae Ses 300 E oe hid, 14125 hot dogs. Like, maybe sometimes it's pigs, but not always. = Pee traded n form 6. wer your legs meet 
Z “1, . Irritate 7. Fina ; 
Lecntnidy (001 tty pp htd sitll: VOIP TAA Mt ' 18. Workers’ safety patrol 8. Dull pain i 
Bob&Barbara's, 15&South : 
: : ; . . . 19. Basic component of even numbers 9. Fatal : 
gal- I'm Puerta Rican, but I'm a white Puerta Rican. No one gives me respect 20. Dejected SONGS CeALAl 
cause I'm too white! 22. Gathers leaves 1 1. Native American currency ¥ f 
23. Long period of time 12. Hangs out with fire 
Voyeur 24. Lent 13. Reduced the burden 


26. Expunge rae 21. The Roe brothers 
30. White supremacist’s ideal man 25. A cereal grass 


32. Cosmetics sold door to door 26. Every one 


po npetiodor great deals 27. 5pm in the Roman military 


35. To the point ; 
39. Roughly. 28. A unit of cut wood 


person 1- Vampires are so over. There aren't any good monsters now. 
person 2- What about police? 
person 1- (Snort.) Like | wanna be ravaged by a police. 


ADMIK 


In the kitchen 


uy is biting off stray bristles from a paint brush. 41. Opposite of max gona 
(guy is biting off stray bristles from a paint brush.) pposite of Sete ean wey 
gal- (watching intently) | wish this were my fetish. 42. Sudsy Sy ease 2s 
peed ore 34, Berserk | lost the answers to last 
30&Ridge de Mines 36. Less common than uncommon week's puzzle because 


37. Expectorate 
38. An unfledged hawk 


51. Pertaining to the mind 40. Largest land mass 
54. Self-importance 45. Very big 
55. Wild African sheep 48. Hold tightly 
56. lvory tower 50. Aperture 
63. Bird that trusted too much 51. Palindrome lady title 
64. A period 52. Wear away JAM 
65. Earth 53. Naked photos 
66. City in Yemen 54. Levels 
67. Tribe 57. Egyptian river 
68. Parisian love 58. Islamic prayer leader Q 
69. Unruly clutter 59. Trailer truck 
70. Where pants end 60. Smells like blood 
71. Ruled 61. Accurate 
62. 36 inches 


gal 1- Who the hell would build an art gallery in the middle of this shit hole? 


gal 2- White people. sometimes | make mistakes. 


Sowwy. 


47. Doesn't strum 
49. Disconcerts 


LOST CAT 
Lisa was lost from 4700 block of Hazel Ave in | El Train westbound 
West Philly on Thursday (1/15). She's a small | guy- Bananas don't even tast like bananas anymore. 
(6.5 Ib) longhair grey w/ white paws, belly chest savevacsibercosceueccdscccaveesed suacdewspuasougbucedsansscigdccenGesccinaccobvesaceadsdcebesaceuuseseaptua cased cade ¥evaecusdlenveges see dcecsuscascuaae conisersesgucsevonnccesaidestecxesaes 
and muzzle. No-collar or tags-or MICrOChIP. VERY cease ree ee ee eee eee Oe ee cece 
friendly. 
Call Dana at 610-405-1293 - REWARD 


You ever have one of those moments where 
you're like, "I've been so wrong about so 
much for such a long time.'? Those mo- 
ments feel good. They feel good like you 
almost drowned and you passed out but 
then you came back and you're alive. So it 
sucked, cause you almost died and proba- 
bly lost some brain cells, but you didn't die. 
It's like your bike was stolen, and through 
some miracle you get it back months lat- 
er, and the racks are gone, and the seat is 
blown out, and the gears are fucked. But. 
It's your bike. And you got it back. 


Email us for any answers 
that you need to feel 
complete. 
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would you please 
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in the name of all that is holy 


(oe) 


1- How much money do you.get at the onset of Monopoly? 
2- What is someone playing when they feed the fruit machine? 
3- Concord is the capital of this US state. 
4- 100° centigrade is what.in fahrenheit? 
5- What did the passed note say in 1984? 


put your fucking phone away 
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